ii2      Pioneers in Tropical America

depressions. He finds so much of value in the Cape Verde
Islands that he considers "it a thing to be lamented that
so sweet and profitable a land should be peopled by so
ungracious a people as the Portuguese", and considers
the archipelago should be inhabited " by a people fearing
the Lord, to praise him for His benefits and to set forth
His glory for the good of His people". From the Cape
Verde Islands the fleet set sail after piratically capturing
a Portuguese ship laden with wine, linen, and woollen
cloth and other necessaries, and bound for Brazil.

The Portuguese crew and passengers were taken out
of the prize and placed instead In a new pinnace built at
Mogador. They were provided with wine, bread, and
fish, and put off so as to reach with ease the Island of
Brava in the Cape Verde group. One of their number,
Silvestre, or da Silva, was retained as a pilot, being willing
to show Drake the way into the South Sea through the
Straits of Magellan. It is important to note this, because
in most of the accounts of Drake's voyages it is assumed
that he found his way through the Straits of Magellan
by his own cleverness.

For thirty-four days Drake's ships sailed across the
Atlantic in a south-westerly direction. Sometimes they
had thunderstorms and short squalls, but for the most
part their voyage across the tropical Atlantic was a
delightful experience, "as if we had been in a garden of
pleasure", wrote Drake. These storms gave them enough
rain to keep up their supply of fresh water, while the
splendid sunshine cured the sailors and soldiers of many
ship maladies, amongst other (as is related with great
detail) a plague of lice, which had grown almost intoler-
able. This plague of vermin on the men's bodies and
in the clothes was due to the filthy habits prevailing